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Oct. 13: In the course of a 24-hour nationwide general strike, organized by the General
Confederation of Peruvian Workers (CGTP), numerous clashes between police and demonstrators,
and 50 arrests were reported in Lima. Riot squad police surrounded the CGTP headquarter in
the Dos de Mayo plaza in the capital. Army tanks and other military vehicles, and heavily armed
police took up positions in the streets. According to the CGTP, most work places in Lima were
shut down. Government offials described the strike as a failure. Oct. 15: CGTP leaders reported a
toll of 600 arrests and injuries to 90 persons on Oct. 12-14. Included among the injured were three
journalists and a United Left deputy. [According to the local media, the unexpected resignation
of Gen. Victor Raul Silva, chief of the first military region, was an indication that coup conspiracy
had been uncovered by the government. President Alan Garcia denied the possibility of a coup,
and reiterated his confidence in the armed forces as guarantor of the constitutional order.] Oct.
17: In Lima and Callao, employees of public and private companies initiated an indefinite strike
in an attempt to obtain wage increases. Meanwhile, 55,000 miners employed by state companies
commenced an indefinite strike to protest the government's reneging on previous commitments
to grant wage hikes. Police reported that a miner at the Morococha mining camp who refused to
participate in the strike was beaten by fellow miners. In connection with this incident, said police,
two persons carrying dynamite and detonators were arrested. Next, police reported that Sendero
Luminoso rebels destroyed a fuel tank with dynamite explosions in the Lemorba metallurgical
complex of Lemorba, located in the Andean region east of Lima. The blast caused the loss of some
380,000 gallons of gasoline, and contamination of the Mantaro lake. The Morococha mining camp
and the metallurgical complex are public enterprises, administered by Centromin. (Basic data from
Prensa Latina, 10/13/88, 10/15/88; AP, 10/17/88)
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